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Late Uiſcount Staffozd 


Found more GUILTY by tis 


PRETEN DED 


INNOCENCY | 


IN HIS LAST 


Speech on Tower-Hill. 


F any Speech of a dying man is to be examined, 
| it mult be this of the late Viſcount Srafford : at 
the entrance he has thele words,. that by the permiſ- 
ſoon of Gol, he has reaſon to ſay it, be is brought to 
ſuffer d?ath, In the ſame Paragraph, he moſt ſolemn - 
ly proteſts his Innocency, even in « thought : Mark 
the words, for they are according to the Principles 
of his Religion, of the Crimes. laid to bis Charge. 

In the ſecond. Paragraph, he kopes Go4 will ac: 
ceps of bis good intentions, the will for the deed, in 
promoting the Catholick Cauſe. 

In the third, he confeſſes himſelf to be of the 
. Church of Rome , and believes upon conſideration , his 

perſwaſion to be the only cauſe of his impriſon- 
ment: Take notice of the following words, I knew 
my ſelf not culpable jo much as in 4 thought : but eve- 
ry one} God bethanked, know the theughts of the- 
Church of Rome is to cut our throats if they can, 
andto burn our Cities, of both which we have had 
ſad experiencies : how many Millions of poor Pro- 
teltants have bezn maſlacred in Ireland, and elſe- 
where > who were they who fired our Zondon but 
the Papiſts> ſome of ti.e Popilh Party have con- 
feſſed it; it plainly appears by the Examinations 
publithed in 1667. taken before a Committee of_ 
Parliament for that purpoſe : His K-1igion, he ſaith, 
reacbetb nothing but tbe right worſhip of Gd, ob:dience 
20 the King, aud due ſubordination to tbe temporal Laws 
of the K inedom. To the firſt Ineed not ſay rauch, 
for it is {ufficiently proved by good and able Divines, 
that the Romilſh Religion is full of Idolatry : by 
conſequence thenthe Romanilts have not the right 
worſhip of God. 

Obedience to the King : The Viſceunt had done us « 
a pleaſme if he had named this King : whether 
Charles or Fames we know not ; but thus much we 
know, that among, Papilts Proteſtant Kings are un- 
Linged as Uſurpers: we know what is meant by 


ther confirmation of what I have diſcovered, he far- 
ther adds: 7 do ſubmit to all Articles of Faith be- 
lieved and taucks inthe Catholick, Church, believing them 
io bz moſt conſonimt #0 the Word of God : that the Do- 
trine of depofing, Princes is diabolical, horrid and d-- 
teſtable, aud contrary 10 the Law of God, Nature and 
ANattons : He has reaſvn tocallit fo, but it js knowri 
thar the Pope is above the Word of God, if be 
calls the word of the Pope the Word of God, for 
he doth ſubmit kim(c!f to the Articles of the Catbolick, 
Church : he muſt then conſeſs that Popith Bulls agd 
Edits tv maſſicre the Proteſtants ; that the Ar- 
mad of Spain, by the Popes inliigation, ſor the ſub- 
duing and rooting out a peſtilent ſort. of Hereticks 
here in England; that the Gun-ford:r Treaſon, and 
the bloody Iriſþ Maſſacre, were not contrary tv the 
Word of God : he mult then confeſs that the exe- 
crable Murther of Sir Edm. Gedf. the contrivances of 
the Devil Gadbury, and the Witch Celliey, the Aﬀlaſh- 
nation of Jultice Ar#014, but above all, their reitleſs 
attempts to mnrder our gracious King Charles, arfl 
to ſubvert in our days the Religion which doth 
teach the right worſhip of God, are not diabolical, 
borrigd and deteftable , becauſe defigacd by their 
Church for a good intention. 7 believe ( ays he) 
and profeſs that there is one God, one Saviour, one holy 
Catholick, Church, of which through the mercy and 
goodneſs of God I die a Member. How can he die a 
Member of the Catholick Chprch, if he denies the 
Supreme Authority of the Pope, the Head of thar 
Church 7 he has diſowned the Ductrine of depoſing 
Princes, Oc. 

Ali the Bul's and Orders of the ſo1mer Popes, 
as well as preſent, for the killing our King, and 
cutting 6ur throats, aze as he would make us be- 
heve diabolical « Well, pocr Viicount ! where mult 
thy Soul now be, if you die a Member of the 
Pore 2 | 


| 


rhe word Titular, they diſpoſe of Dignities, and di- 
ſpoſleſs as they pleaſe : Was not Corker Biſhop of 
London, Compton being diſpoſſeſt as an Heretick > 1s 
not Cardinal Howard at Kome Protefor of the 
Engliſh Catholicksin England > well may he ſay then 
obedience to the King for ons molt gracious Prote- 
flant Charles is dethroned by them for his Zereſie, 
and F. D. I. ſetup. 

Due ſubordination to the temporal Lews of the King- 
dom: Wealſo know all Laws made by a Proteſtant 
Parliament are no Laws, beca uſe the Popilh Party 
call ſ:cha Parliament no Parliantent, but Uarpers 
and Ravilhers of their Goods and Eſtates, the Laws 
furmerly enacted by Popilh Parliaments are bere 
meant. 

The Kingdom; of whit Kingdom : for a fag- 


i 
” 


| The fourth Paragraph is a Proteftation of his 
; Innocency : how can he beguilty, who is made in- 
capable of knowing his guilt thteugh his Re. - 


ligion 

The fifth requires no anſwer, if what is already 
ſaid be confidered. 

The fixth is worthy of ' our confideration ; Ir is 
(ſays he) mz ch reported of Indulgences, Diſpenſations, 
Pardons, ww wirder, rebel , Iye, forſwear, and commis 
ſuch other crimes held and civen in the Church, 1 ds 
| Prafeſs Jn the preſence of G01 | never learned b:licved, 
| or prattifed avy ſuch thing , Lut the contrary , Ec. If 
| he never learned. &@c. how can he die a Member of - 
| the Cathotick Church> And & little after he has 
theſe words: I would bave diſcover:d, bad 1 known 
any ſuch thing F4 any i} d:fign, &# Hegel dangerous 


2 
» 


Float, 


wP 


048, % 


= 


. Catholick Church: And a little further , If I bed 
known: of any Treaſon, and ſpoutd thus deny it as 1 do þ 


id. The Plot he confeſſes to be- dangerous, but 
not illegal, for nothing is illegal when done for the 


now upox my Salvation as #h1s' time } 1 yo have no 
bope of Sebvation, which now 1 bave through 1be Me- 
rits of Chriſt Feſus, 1 believe every body is ſatiſ- 
fied by this time what we Proteltants call Trea-. 
ſon, is by the Papiſts accounted no Treaſon, and ſo 

he may deny, and truly, he ſhould have no hope of 
Salvation, if he ſhould deny to die a Member of the 
Catholick Church. I wonder how he came to for- 
vet the Interceſlion of the bleſſed Virgin Aary, 
of the Saints and Angels ; but more of this 1n its 

lace. | 

E 7. I ds beſeech God to bleſs bis Majyjpy , who is my 
lawful K ng. who 1 was alwajs, by all Laws humane 
and divine, bound to obcy, Oc. The queition is (ll 
who is that lawful King that ſuch a Popith Plotter 


9% . ba a” cons 
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5 14. He. doesconfirm what has alread 'b Git 
When he (aics, I ſbel rl linteef myTrul, ant whekes 
it wh "7 (0 | 0: e known Law,Oc. Thoſe words 

now Law do intimate that a Pro. 


: 


teſtanc Parliament can't make Lawsto bind the Pa. 
piſts, and foit'is not a known Lawto him according 
to his Principles, and conſequently accotding to his 
conſcience. - ' | 

15, He tells who were his J ; all Perſons of Ho- 
nour, all as much bound to judge 1 ightly, as if thsy ba4 been 
upon Oath aud no 10 Yotez bus according 45 in their canſei- 
ences they were ſatisfied. . What means all this precen- 
ded Ianocency , having had ſuch a fair tryal, and 
ſuch upright and conſcientious Judges , He doth af. - 
firm in this Paragraph his Sentence of Condemnation 
ko be juſt. x 

16. L, ſhall .end with my hearty Prayers for 

his Majeſty, that he may, &C. ang govern his 
Peaple according to the Lats of God, mark 


— 


may und-rſtand. 
Q. N:xt t0 Treaſon FJ bold Murd.t in abborrence. 


If this be true, for certain he died not a Member of | 


the Catholick Church, becauſe one S. Dominick a- 
mong them was Canonized tor having cauſed a Mil- 
lion of people to be killed and butchered : I find 
that William Howard will never be Sainted, becauſe 
he abhors what.a great Saiit in the Church of 
Kome has done : How much l«/s would, 1 endeavour the 
Aſſaſhnarion of bis Majefty > The hve Jeſuits had al- 
moſt the ſame exprefſions : but neithec they nor the 
Viſcount have name&:Charles, becauſe their Princi- 
ples wil} not ſaffer-chem ro call him King, 

o, He humbly asks pardon for all the great offences 
ecainit b's Divine Majeſty : This is abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary for every man upon the point of death; 
And 1 doubt not but God will accept of the good will, 
Something that was not performed 1s here under- 
ſtood, as the kill:ng ef our King, the cutting of Pro- 
teliants thrc.ars, and other fuch like aCtions. 

10, He defres that all People would forgive him; 
I-dare fay that all the Proteltants have forgiven him, 
nay more, have prayed for his Convertwa and Re- 
pentance ; I dolikewile believe that they harecon- 
ſidered the goodneſs of God in his mercy to this Na- 
rion in the diſcovery of the Plot, brought upon a {in- 
fal Nation by the permilſion of God for their war- 
n:ag. They likewiſe admire the jultice of this great 
Gur!, (after that hehad rendred the Enterpriſcs of 
Kam? ineffeftuzl) to burn the Rods prepared to cha. 
ſliſe them. I forgive (ſays he) ev:n thoſe perjured men 
that bave Jo filfly brought me hither by their perjuries. We 
account a ian perjured, when he thall do any thing 
contr.iry to the Tenour of tte Oathhe has taken, to 
call then Dr. Oates. Dugedale, Prance, Oc. perjured, 
does imply that they have promiſed upon Oath to him 
or the Popith Party the ſecreſie. I confeſs in this 
reſpe& they are perjured; but if it be the piezfure 
cf God to open the heart of 2 man,to make himſen- 
fibl:3 Lat his promiſe to the Pope to do ſome abomi. 
nable and horrid action to be wicked, mult he not re- 
pent, and utterly refuſe to doit > If he has promi- 
ſed to kill a man, {hall he perform it > If he has pro- 
miſed ro damn himſelf, as ſoonas he comes to know 
his wickedneſs , ſhall he perſiſt in his damnation > 
Godfor bid theu to cat! a man perjured, becauſe he has 
forſaken the Devil & his works. & cleaves unto God, 

11. This isanſwered in the former Paragraphs, 

12. I bope I bav? made it appear that 1 have ſome con- 
ſciznce : I do believe his Conſcience was ruled by the 
Oath of Secrefiefound in Sir T, Gaf. houſe. [read 


the Oath in one of the Pacq, from Rome. ] 


thoſe words according to the Laws of God,we 
veſtion it not , having by the mercy of 
od a Proteſtant Kino and a Proteſtant Pax- 
liament. | 
17. To conclude all, he beſeeches God nor 
to revenge his innocent blood upon the Nation, 
I ſhall ask what Nation? In one place he 
Thus ifeaks , the Laws of the'Kirgdom, 1 
have told you what Kingdom was then to be 
underſtood), in another place he has it this 
Kingdom, when he ſays on the Nation, I 
may believe ſome other, ard not the Pro- 
teſtant Engl;ſh Nation to be meant. 

| ag. 7 addons” how the Viſcount may 
plead not guilty, for he has done nothing 
þut what ms Religion and Conſcience ob- 
ligp!d him to; and fo he has reafon to tay 
and hope the Omnipotent-all--leeing jult 
God will deal with him accordingly. 

I have found my ſelf obliged thusto pluck 
off the Vizard, that the tender conſciences 
who know not the Papiſts Principles, and 
the myſterous Iniquity of Rome, may be im- 
poſed upon no longer. How comes it to 
paſs, that all the Speeches of the five Jeſu- 
ites, and the Viſcounts do agree fo well to- 
gether, ſo well, as if they all came out of 
the ſame Mint. Here is nothing but the 
Merits of Chriſt invocated , good ſound 
* Proteſtant Doftrine; Ir will be well if the 
Bleſſed Lady, Saints and Angels take it not 
ill for depriving them of their part, whom 
they are obliged chicfly to invoke in the 
hour ofdeath by the Council cf Trexr. This 
is ſo notoriouſly true, that in the Popiſh 
Countries the chiefeſt and moſt earneſt 
Prayers are to the Virgia , otherwiſe they 
diſpair of ever getting out of Purgatory. 
The Oath of Secreſic afore-mentioned is a 
witneſs to what I fay ; by this you may per: 
ceive that all their Speeches are Suppoſiti- 
ons. But it is neceſſary and lawful at ſome- 
times, eſpecially at this, to impoſe upon 


# 
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12. And ſohe may aver upon the Salvation, that 
he has diſcharged his conſcience in keeping the Oath 
of Secrefje to the Church of Xome 


the People to retrieve a bad cauſe by foms 
holy Tricks and Cheats. 


* LONDON , Printed for Benjamin 


Harris at the Stationers Arms in the 


Pjazza under the Royal Zxcbange in Cornhil. 1680. 
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